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These tips are courtesy of the National Association of Veterans’ Programs Administrator (NAVPA).
These are their ten best suggestions for returning veterans thinking about going to college as reported
to U.S. News and World Report.

1. START BY APPLYING.
Whether you are a first time college student or a transfer student, you must fill out an
application. Go to the school’s website to find the requirement and deadlines. Provide
transcripts and test scores as needed and your DD-214 for credits you might have earned while
in the service. Take a tour of the campus-either on the web or in person. If you don’t know
where you want to go, try the school comparison tool at http://benefits.va.go/gibill to get
started.

2. MEET THE SCHOOL CERTIFYING OFFICIAL.
Find the Veterans Office on campus and introduce yourself. You will be asked to provide
various documents and complete different forms so your enrollment can be certified to the VA.

3. GET YOUR GI BILL BENEFITS.
There are many different programs and a wide variety of education benefits offered by the VA.
The Post-9/11 GI Bill (including Transfer of Benefits), Montgomery GI Bill, the Yellow Ribbon
Program, and Vocational Rehabilitation and Employment, to name a few. Additionally,
individual states offer varying opportunities to National Guardsmen (some of the benefits
come with different levels of eligibility). Whether you are a reservist, in the National Guard, or
on active duty, you should check the VA website or discuss our benefits with the school’s
certifying official. You can find a wealth of information – as well as the application for benefits
- at the GI Bill website.

Disabilities determined by VA to be related to your military service can lead to monthly non-taxable compensation, enrollment in the
VA health care system, a 10-point hiring preference for federal employment and other important benefits. Ask your VA
representative or Veterans Service Organization representative about Disability Compensation, Pension, Health Care, Caregiver
Program, Career Services, Educational Assistance, Home Loan Guaranty, Insurance and/or Dependents and Survivors’ Benefits.

4. APPLY FOR FINANCIAL AID.
All students can apply for financial aid by filling out the Free Application for Federal Student
Aid (FAFSA) by going to http://www.fafsa.gov. This aid can be for grants, loans, and/or workstudy.

5. APPLY FOR SCHOLARSHIPS.
There are many types of scholarships available based on merit, academics, or athletics, as well
as private and general scholarships by area of interest. Some schools offer scholarships
specifically for veterans. You just have to look. Check the school’s website and always
remember: do not pay for any scholarship application.
6. FIND A PLACE TO LIVE.
The key to being placed in housing is making sure you indicate you are a veteran on all forms.
By doing so, you may be able to select a roommate from the beginning. Otherwise you might be
assigned a room with traditional students (just out of high school), which can be awkward with
your recent military experience. Many colleges have housing set aside for veterans; make use of
it.

7. GET AN ADVISOR.
Every student is assigned to an advisor. Some schools have advisors specifically for veterans;
smaller schools may not, but curriculum is standard for majors at each school. Interaction with
the advisor will assist you in developing a suitable educational plan, making your course
selections, and determining your major. This person will get to know you and empower you in
decision-making skills in education, career, and life choices.

8. TAKE THE CLEP.
The College Level Examination Program is a series of exams you can take to test your collegelevel knowledge on what you have learned through on-the-job training, professional
development, etc. There is a wide range of exams both general and subjective, with up to six
credits each. The cost of a CLEP is fractional compared to the cost of tuition and fees. It could
assist in skipping general introductory courses, general education classes, or could even
demonstrate your ability in a foreign language.
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9. CONNECT WITH OTHER VETERANS ON CAMPUS.
Veterans Centers are popping up on many campuses. They are the place to meet other
veterans, to do peer-to-peer networking, to connect student veterans with resources, and to
help you to get involved-or simply hang out. If there is no center on campus, start one. Student
Veterans of America can assist you in forming a chapter at your school.
10. GET CAREER TRAINING AND DEVELOP SKILLS.
Career services and job placement are available for you while getting your education. Resume
writing and mock interviews are offered. You can be placed in an internship or co-op program
related to your career goal and earn college credits as well as a stipend or small paycheck.

For More Information, Call Toll-Free 1-888-GIBILL-1 or Visit Our Web Site at
http://benefits.va.gov/gibill
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